International Preliminary Examination Report appended herewith). Applicants note that PCT 

Article 27(1) states that no national law shall require compliance with requirements relating to 

the form and contents of the International application different from or additional to those 

which are provided for in the Patent Cooperation Treaty and the Regulations. 

Moreover, the MPEP in §803 states as follows: 

"If the search and examination of an entire application can be made 
without a serious burden, the Examiner must examine it on the merits, 
even though it includes claims to distinct or independent inventions." 

Applicants respectfully submit that a search of all the claims would not impose a 

serious burden on the Office. In fact, the International Searching Authority has searched all 

of the claims together. Moreover, there can not be any reasonable basis to conclude that 

examination of all the claims would present a burden upon the Examiner, especially since all 

the claims have already been examined and previously rejected (see paper numbers 6 and 

10). 

For the reasons set forth above, Applicants contend that the Restriction Requirement 
is improper and should be withdrawn. 



Applicants further submit that this application is now in condition for examination 



the merits and an early notification to that effect is earnestly solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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